Biggs Unified School District

300 B STREET, BIGGS, CALIFORNIA  95917

(530)868-1281

Doug Kaelin
Superintendent
September 21, 2011
Dear Parent or Guardian of Students at Biggs Elementary School,

The purpose of this letter is to inform you about the law and your option of public school choice.  In January 2002, the federal law, No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, was passed by congress.  Schools that did not make Adequate Yearly Progress for two consecutive years, based on the State accountability system, are identified as Program Improvement schools by the California Department of Education.

Biggs Elementary School has been identified as Program Improvement School for the 2011-2012 year.  Once a school has been identified, the district is required to provide students attending this school the option of transferring to another school within the district that is not designated for improvement and where there is space available.  The district must pay or provide for transportation to the new school within certain budgetary restrictions.  When a student is transferred to a school within the district, he/she may remain at this school through its highest grade.  The district is required to provide transportation to the new school only as long as the student’s original school remains in Program Improvement.

Steps are being taken to ensure increased student achievement at Biggs Elementary.  All teachers are actively participating in comprehensive, on-going professional development in standards-based lesson design and assessments.  Student growth will be monitored on a regular basis and interventions will be provided as needed.  Parents can become involved in addressing the school’s academic issues by providing input on the Improvement Plan, Parental Involvement Policy and School-Parent compacts.  Parents share responsibilities to increase their student’s academic achievement by supporting their student’s learning in such ways as monitoring attendance, homework completion, and volunteering in the classroom; and participation as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their child and positive use of extracurricular time.

This letter is to notify you that your child has an option to transfer to another available school within the district.  The district will give priority to students based on educational and financial need.  The Program Improvement School of Choice applications are available at the school or district office.  Applications must be completed and returned to the school by September 30, 2011.  Each application is for an individual student.  Approval of an application for one student does not mean that an application for siblings will be approved automatically at the same school.
Parents who wish their child to remain at their school of residence do not need to fill out an application.  If you have any questions regarding school transfers, please call Mrs. Stacy Doughman, Principal at Biggs Elementary, at 868-1281, extension 221.







Sincerely,







Doug Kaelin






Doug Kaelin






Superintendent







Biggs Unified School District
