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Doug Kaelin
Superintendent
May 20, 2011
Dear Parents,

PERTUSSIS IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENT FOR STUDENTS

IN GRADES SEVEN THROUGH TWELVE

Pertussis, also known as whooping cough, is a highly contagious disease that can be debilitating at any age and lethal to infants.  The pertussis epidemic, which caused the disease in more than 9,000 individuals in 2010, is still with us in California.  A new law (Assembly Bill 354 signed into law in September 2010) requires all students entering or advancing to grades seven through twelve in the 2011-2012 school year to be immunized with a pertussis vaccine booster called Tdap.

Your child(ren) must be vaccinated prior to next school year, which starts on August 15, 2011.  According to the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Tom Torlakson, children not vaccinated should not be permitted to enter school until the requirement is met.  We will need proof of your child(ren)’s pertussis vaccination before school starts.

Following are local health agencies and VFC providers that can vaccinate your child:  1) Biggs Gridley memorial Hospital, 240 Spruce Street, Gridley; 2) Gridley Medical Group Inc, 225 Spruce Street, Gridley; 3) Gridley Family Health Center, 520 Kentucky Street, Gridley; 4) Chuk Ndulue, MD, 135 Spruce Street, Gridley; and 5) Butte County Health Dept., 78 Table Mountain Blvd., Oroville.  

What if you can’t afford vaccines or your insurance doesn’t cover them?
The California Vaccines for Children (VFC) Program is a federally-funded and state-operated program that provides vaccines for eligible children at no cost. We have listed VFC providers above.  Children enrolled in California’s Healthy Families plan receive free immunizations with no copayment.

Immunization required to enter 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th or 12th grade:

Tdap (pertussis booster)

For further information, you can call your local health department or go to:


http://www.cdph.ca.gov/HealthInfo/discond/Pages/Pertussis.aspx







Sincerely,







Doug Kaelin






Superintendent

